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Letter from the President 
 
Greetings Shore Owners! 
 
How wonderful it is to look forward to better weather and seeing shore 
owners once again. Spring is one of the few times I get excited about 
doing work at the lake, because I’ll be able to walk out on the dock, sit 
on it, and enjoy all the great things about being on the water. Yes, its 
work, but the rewards that follow are so great. 
 
We often and proudly let our friends know how clean and pristine 
Stone Lake is. I remember when we first looked at our lot in 1990, the 
listing said Stone Lake was the 3rd cleanest lake in the state. I’m not 
sure quite how they came up with that, but I’m still buying into it. 
Some may typically take it for granted, but it doesn’t just happen. Yes, 
we’re blessed with a geological wonder from years past, but it 
continues to require care in keeping or improving its outstanding 
quality. We all know our lake is very healthy. The average Secchi 
reading over the years has been mid 20’ depths. We know of no 
invasive species in the lake currently. This is all phenomenal.  
 
To maintain this water quality, we need all your support. Preventing 
fertilizers and lawn nutrients from going into the lake, preventing 
shoreline erosion, following proper watercraft speeds and distances 
from the  shoreline, cleaning all boats to prevent any AIS, and 
supporting as a volunteer / financial donor are ways in which SOSLA 
can positively impact the quality of our lake. I encourage you all to 
attend our June and August member SOSLA meetings. Our August 
meeting will feature a special guest, Madeline Roberts, who is our 
Natural Resources Extension Educator for Washburn County. She will 
give a presentation about what everyone can do to keep our lake 
healthy. We look forward to having you join us for both meetings. 
 
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer. 
 

John Ryan - President SOSLA 

(Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association)

 
 

SOSLA 
Upcoming 2022  

Meetings, Events, and 
Important Dates! 

 
 June 11, 10:00 AM 

Membership Meeting 
Lion’s Park – bring a 
lawn chair. 
 

 June 17 
Northwest Wisconsin 
Lakes Conference 
Location:  Spooner 
 

 July 3, 11:00 AM 
Boat Parade 
(Rain date July 4) 
 

 August 20, 10:00 AM 
Membership Meeting 
Lion’s Park, annual 
picnic & golf outing to 
follow.  
 
 

Stone Lake 
Events 

 

 2nd Monday of 
Month, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Stone Lake Township 
meeting at Town Hall. 

 

 Monday & Thursday 
9:00 AM – 12 PM 
Stone Lake Township 
office hours. 



2 

 
 

SOSLA OFFICERS AND BOARD 
stonelakeshoreowners@gmail.com 
PO Box 102, Stone Lake, WI 54876 

 
President:  John Ryan 
 612-940-8623 
 Jrryan1127@aol.com 

Vice President:  Steve Erickson 
 507-259-3798 
 erickson.stephen@mayo.edu 

Secretary:  Melissa Sunderland 
 715-416-2399 
 mandrea75@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Doug Baker 
 608-220-6303 
 dougstonelake@gmail.com 

Past President:  Gary Erickson 
 715-865-4406 
 GaryJohnErickson@aol.com 

 
Board of Directors 
 
Don Bushek – AIS 
 763-213-7572 
 donbushek@yahoo.com 

Gail Emerson 
 612-799-6439 
 gaile100@yahoo.com 

Cathie Erickson 
 715-865-4406 
 CathieErickson@aol.com 

Betty Hanson 
 715-865-2710 
 bahanson35@gmail.com 

Kevin Krueger 
 952-210-6570 
 kmk971@hotmail.com 

Dar Nielsen – Membership 
 (951) 206-2985 
 dar@thenielsenfamily.us 

Susan Mattis Turnham – Newsletter 
 218-355-1368 
 smturnham@aol.com  

 

 

 
 

Adopt-A-Highway 
 
 
 
SOSLA has 
received 
approval 
from the 
Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation for adoption of 
the Highway 70 section between Sloan St. 
(access to the boat landing) and Strabel Road 
(about 1 ½ miles to the west).  The idea was 
discussed at the 2021 August meeting and 
received strong support from the membership.  
We will be responsible for trash clean-up 2 or 3 
times a year.  The State and County will be 
responsible for signage and provision of vests, 
gloves, and equipment.  We will be responsible 
for setting the dates and solicitation of 6-8 
volunteers for each clean-up. 
 
The first clean-up will be scheduled after the 
County has installed the signs along the highway 
and notified us of the availability of the 
protective equipment.  In the meantime, 
Gail Emerson will be developing a list of 
volunteers and planning for the first clean-up.  
Please let Gail know if you are interested in 
volunteering and the approximate dates of your 
availability during the season.  Gail can be 
reached at gaile100@yahoo.com. Thank you. 
 

Gary Erickson 
 

 
 

Regular Dump Hours 
 

Wednesday & Saturday Mornings: 
9 AM to 1 PM 

Accepted Plastic Recyclables: 
#1, 2, 5 

 

 
 

Stone Lake Yard / Garage Sale 
 

Saturday, June 4, 2022 ▪ 9 AM to 2 PM 
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Update 

 
I think we can all agree that a zebra mussel or milfoil infestation of 
Stone Lake is something best avoided.  All lake users would see a 
diminishment in recreation opportunities, but as shore owners, we have the 
most to lose with property value losses and damage to docks and boats.  AIS 
infestations are nearly impossible to reverse, so the best strategy is to keep 
them out of the lake in the first place. Our best defense is to head 
infestations off at the boat landing.  
 
For these reasons, one of SOSLA’s main efforts is its AIS program. We’ve 
invested in a boat decontamination station at the landing. We hire a boat 
launch monitor to encourage and assist boaters in the use of that equipment 
during the summer boating season. We conduct purple loosestrife pulls 
annually. We actively monitor the lake for water quality and the presence of 
invasive species.  And we apply for and have received annual DNR grant 
money to help pay for some of these activities.  
 
I know what you’re thinking: “I don’t want a mussel-encrusted dock. How can I help the cause?” 
 
My first (and best) suggestion would be to make a contribution to SOSLA’s AIS fund. Andy Slesar is 
returning for his second year as our paid launch monitor.  Andy’s a good man for the job, and I’m glad to 
have him back again this year.  But the grant funds that pay his salary are only enough to fund minimal 
weekend coverage between Memorial Day and Labor Day.  Your earmarked contributions to the AIS 
fund will be used to augment the grant and expand Andy’s hours. 
 
My second suggestion is to volunteer at the landing outside of the times when Andy is there (7am-3pm, 
Sat-Sun). This would be another way to expand our presence at the ramp.   
 
Mail AIS contributions to: 
 SOSLA AIS 
 PO Box 102 
 Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
Contact me to volunteer: donbushek@yahoo.com.  Thank you for caring about our lake. 
 

Don Bushek 
 

 
 

Please consider making a 2022 AIS donation. 
 

As you will see in the enclosed Financial Report, AIS donations were down last year by 
over $200 from the previous year. The suggested donation is $48 (4 hours volunteer time 

x $12 per hour). Any size donation is welcome. 
 

The SOSLA Board of Directors 
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SOSLA Financial Report 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

2020 2021
ACTUAL ACTUAL

Beginning checking account balance 3,588.93    4,101.71    
Beginning savings account balance 7,441.51    7,453.11    
     Beginng Cash Balance 11,030.44 11,554.82 

INCOME
     Membership dues 1,620.00    1,800.00    
     Calendar contributions 1,347.00    1,159.88    
     AIS contributions 1,075.00    840.00       
     Donations 100.00       15.00          
     Legal fund (rezoning issue) -              7,315.00    
     Interest 11.60          7.46            
          Total Income 4,153.60    11,137.34 

EXPENDITURES
     AIS Expenses 727.34       1,501.04    
     Calendar printing/mailing 1,868.67    1,410.67    
     Dues 255.00       352.50       
     Meetings/picnic -              228.69       
     Newsletters publication/mailing 550.24       575.15       
     Office suplies/postage 171.97       -              
     Post office box 56.00          64.00          
          Total Expenditures 3,629.22    4,132.05    

          Increase in cash 524.38       7,005.29    

     Cash Balance 11,554.82 18,560.11 

Ending checking account balance 4,101.71    11,099.54 
Ending savings account balance 7,453.11    7,460.57    

11,554.82 18,560.11 

Unspent AIS funds included in the
above balance 6,286.75    5,577.71    
Unspent legal funds included in the
above balance 7,315.00    
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
There were 90 paid memberships in 2021. I believe this is the highest participation ever. Thanks to all of 
you who participated and thanks to Dar Nielsen for his tireless work on revamping our membership 
directory and his reminders to members to pay their dues. Also on the plus side, Gary Erickson was able 
to get the printers to reduce the weight of the calendar which resulted in cost savings for both printing and 
mailing.  
 
The higher AIS expense last year was due to extra hours worked by Andy, our boat landing monitor. The 
extra hours were not covered by the DNR grant, but our board feels it is money well spent because Andy 
is that good and member volunteer monitoring fell short of expectations. We are pleased that he has 
agreed to return as our monitor again this year. 
 
The new item on this report, Legal fund in the amount of $7,315, is the net amount remaining after paying 
legal fees billed in 2021. 

Doug Baker - Treasurer 
 

 
 

Purple Loosestrife 
 
It looks like the water level in 
Stone Lake will be down again this 
year. This will give us more beach 
to enjoy. It will also give more 
area for purple loosestrife to grow. 

Purple loosestrife is the invasive aquatic species 
that inhabits Big and Little Stone Lake. 
Unchecked, it will clog shallow waters with tall 
plants. Although the purple flowers are 
beautiful, the infestation of our shores and 
beaches is not a pretty sight. I hope you will take 

it upon yourselves to pull loosestrife plants. If you 
can’t recognize them by their leaves, they will 
become more obvious in late summer and fall with 
their elongated lavender flowers waving atop tall 
plants. Please pull them out by the roots. Bag the 
flowers and seeds so they cannot reproduce. This 
will help keep Stone Lake the wonderful swimming 
and boating lake we all enjoy. 
 

Stephen B. Erickson 
 

 

 
 

Water Levels 
 
At the time of writing this article, the ice was still on the lake 
so an accurate measurement of the water level was not 
possible.  This past winter’s snowfall (69”) was 14% over the 
historical average.  It was 23 inches over the 20-21 winter 
season (46”) and 3 inches less than the 2019-2020 season 
(72”).  The average snow to liquid water ratio is 10 to 1 
and only about 30% of the resulting liquid becomes lake water since the majority evaporates during 
melting.  Another factor is ice-out dates since the longer the ice remains on the lake, the less evaporation 
occurs.  All in all, the over-winter change could be a slight increase but the greater and longer term 
impact to the lake’s level will be determined by rainfall and air temperatures during the coming summer. 
 

Gary Erickson 
 

 

10/25/2021   photo by Susan Mattis Turnham 
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2023 Calendar 
 
Same basic rules: anyone living or staying at your cabin can enter, photo must be 
within 1 mile of the lake, maximum 6 entries per household.  Remember, landscape 
format only.  When taking pictures for the calendar hold your camera or phone 
horizontal, not vertical.  You can always take an additional photo in the vertical format 
for yourself.  Submit photos to garyjohnerickson@aol.com by August 13. 
 
A few members have asked not to receive the calendar since they no longer use a paper calendar.  If you 
have not already notified Betty Hanson of your wish to not receive a calendar, please let her know by 
September 1.  In the future there will be a calendar opt-out box on the annual membership form. 
 

The Calendar Committee 
 

 
 

Fisheries Update 
 
Craig M. Roberts, Fisheries Biologist for Washburn and Burnett Co. / Bureau of Fisheries Management 
provided the following information regarding walleye stocking and 2021 fall survey results.  
 
We are planning to stock Stone Lake in the fall of 2022 with 15 large fingerlings/acre or 7,845 walleye.  
 
These are the results of our 2021 fall survey:  We got two young-of-year walleye (5.9 and 6.8 inches) for 
a catch rate of 0.5 fish/mile and 17 one year old walleye (8.9 – 11.0 inches) for a catch rate of 4.3 
fish/mile.  The two young of year walleye are from natural reproduction and the 17 one year old walleye 
are most likely from stocking.  We will survey your lake again this fall. 
 
Right now, we are planning to do a gamefish assessment for Stone Lake next spring in 2023.  This will 
cover walleye, smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, and northern pike.  We will also look at panfish in the 
lake.  There is a creel survey planned for 2023.  This survey will be similar the one that took place in 
2010. 

Bill Byrkit 
 

 
 

July 4 Boat Parade 
 
The annual July 4 Boat Parade will 
be held this year on the July 3. The 
rain date July 4. Watercraft of all 
sorts are encouraged to participate, 

decorated or not. We plan to continue last year’s 
format, just having a fun parade with no prizes. 
 
We would however, like to have some small gifts 
for participants and for that we need at least two 
shore owners to volunteer! It’s an easy and fun 
job. You just buy the goodies, put them in bags 

(or not) and distribute them on the big day. The 
most fun part is that you can join the parade, but 
zoom ahead at the end to distribute the gifts at the 
finish area. 
 
Please let John Ryan know if you want to 
volunteer. I’ll be happy to share where I found the 
best gifts and candies. 

Gail Emerson 
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Loon Watch 
 
One of the facts that the Loon Watch program 
seeks each year is the first date a loon is sighted 
on each lake being observed.  Since it is 
impossible for me to be watching the lake at all 
times and at all locations, I would appreciate the 
member's help in sighting those first loon visitors.  
Please indicate if they appear to be a group, a pair 
or an individual and if they are seen repeatedly 
after a few days or are just passing through.  

After the season gets into full swing, I will make 
weekly rounds of the lake according to the Loon 
Watch guidelines but would appreciate any 
unusual sightings or activity such as territorial 
disputes, nesting activity, etc.  Remember, 
Mergansers look a lot like loons and the young are 
virtually indistinguishable. 
 

Gary Erickson (The Looooon Ranger)
 

Editor's Note:  After this article was written, two loons were sighted before ice-out  
in small open pockets of water on the south and southeast shore. 

 

 
 

Local Business Spotlight 
 
Dressy Log Furniture was established in 1999. Brothers, Andy and Todd Droessler, have operated the 
business since. A brief history of the business: After graduating college Andy had a vision of building log 

furniture. Andy’s vision became reality when he started building merchandise 
in a two stall garage. A year later Todd joined the company and a few years 
later a larger building was built on Hwy 70 in Stone Lake, WI. Each item is 
handcrafted by Andy or Todd and they offer a wide range of products for any 
home or cabin. Please visit their website https://dressylog.com/. 

 
Dressy log has wood from all over the country. You can select from their wood or bring wood you have. 
They have a lot of reclaimed timber. They build high quality wood furnishings for numerous area 
businesses – bar stools, table, chairs, and office desks to name a few. For residential they can make living 
room and bedroom sets, kitchen tables and chairs and just about any custom piece including beautiful log 
railings. Todd and Andy are very accommodating and welcome a challenge. 
 
Stone Lake shore owners Bill and Sally Hartz commissioned Dressy Log to build a custom fireplace 
mantle. The mantle and a bench were made from a beam from Lakeview Schoolhouse built in 1890 where 
Bill’s dad went to school. The Lakeview Schoolhouse was torn down last year and Bill was able to obtain 
a salvaged beam. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bill & Sally Hartz  

 

Bench 
and 

custom 
mantle 

Photos courtesy of Bill Hartz 

Todd 
 and 

Andy 
Droessler 
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Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association  
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