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Letter from the President 
 

Greetings Shore Owners 
 
As I reflect back on this past year at the lake, the idea of our special 
community stands out. The definition of community is “the 
interaction or sharing something in common.” I realize we all come 
from different cities, different family backgrounds, and we live our 
lives differently.  The reality is that we probably share more in 
common at Stone Lake than we think. As a community, we share a 
beautiful lake and environment to enjoy. We also share common 
goals of keeping our lake clean and pristine, keeping out invasive 
species, and leaving our community a better place for our ancestors 
for years to come. Sharing as community beings responsibility for 
each of us.  I encourage you all to actively participate in 
contributing to our community.  There are many ways to do this.  
Keep the lake and shoreline clean, use the AIS boat landing cleaning 
station for your boats, volunteer to assist monitoring at the landing 
(sign up to work a shift with someone), be good and friendly 
neighbors, and take the attitude of what is best for our community. 
 
We have a special community.  Let’s cherish it, and do our part to 
keep it special.  
 
I wish all of you a wonderful and peace filled holiday season. 
 

John Ryan - President SOSLA 

(Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association)

 
SOSLA 

Upcoming 2020  
Meetings, Events, and 

Important Dates! 
 

 June 10, 10:00 AM 
Membership 
Meeting at Stone 
Lake Town Hall. 
 

 July 4, 11 AM 
Boat Parade 
(Rain date July 5) 
 

 August 22, 10:00AM 
Membership 
Meeting at Stone 
Lake Town Hall. 
Annual Picnic and 
Golf Outing to 
follow. 
 
 

Stone Lake 
Events 

 

 2nd Monday of 
Month, 6:30-7:30 
PM 
Stone Lake 
Township meeting 
at Town Hall. 

 

 Monday & Thursday 
9:00 AM – 12 PM 
Stone Lake 
Township office 
hours. 
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SOSLA OFFICERS AND BOARD 

President:  John Ryan 
 612-940-8623 
 Jrryan1127@aol.com 
Vice President:  Steve Erickson 
 507-259-3798 
 Erickson.stephen@mayo.edu 
Secretary:  Melissa Sunderland 
 715-416-2399 
 mandrea75@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Doug Baker 
 608-220-6303 
 dougstonelake@gmail.com 
Past President: Gary Erickson 
 715-865-4406 
 GaryJohnErickson@aol.com 

Board of Directors 
Don Bushek 
 612-247-8398 
 donbushek@yahoo.com 
Gail Emerson 
 715-865-2013 
 612-927-6414 
 gaile100@yahoo.com 
Cathie Erickson 
 715-865-4406 
 CathieErickson@aol.com 
Betty Hanson 
 715-865-2710 
 bahanson35@gmail.com 
Kevin Krueger 
 952-210-6570 
 kmk971@hotmail.com 
Susan Mattis Turnham 
 218-355-1368 
 smturnham@aol.com  

Membership:  Mary and Bill Byrkit 
 715-865-5209 
 byrkitspt@charter.net 
Newsletter:  Susan Mattis Turnham 
 218-355-1368 
 smturnham@aol.com 

Thank You Jordan 
 
We would like to acknowledge the great 
contributions that Jordan Donatell has made to 
the Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association.  
He came onto the board the fall of 2013, with a 
profession as an Aquatic Biologist.  He has 
handled all AIS duties for the past 6 years.  That 
included lining up volunteers to assist the boat 
monitor, hiring the landing monitor, and 
submitting all paperwork for obtaining annual 
AIS grants with the town.  He also coordinated 
the effort to have a complete Aquatic Vegetation 
survey done for Stone Lake in 2014, with 
positive results.  We all want to thank you 
Jordan for your successful efforts to keep our 
lake clean, and serving as a board member. 
 

The SOSLA Board of Directors 

 
 

 
 

Boat Landing Status 
 
I checked with the Stone Lake Township on the 
status of the boat landing. There will be no more 
work done on the landing until next spring. 
There is no timetable yet on paving or work on 
the landing ramp.  
 
The Township has given the owner of the B and 
B an 18 inch easement so they can install a 
privacy fence.  
 
All of our equipment has been removed and 
stored for the winter except the signage. The 
town will remove all signage and store it at the 
town garage until spring. Over the winter we 
will need to resolve where the signage and 
equipment will be placed next spring. 
 

Bill Byrkit 
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Purple Loosestrife Update 
 

“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times…”.  This quote from Dickens 
could well described the fate of purple loosestrife on our lake this past year.  
Unusually high water prevented some plants in deeper water from growing and 
made others easier to pull.  However numerous new plants have emerged as 
warm shallow waters spread higher onto the shore, perhaps waking slumbering 
loosestrife, or at least preventing shore owners from mowing old plants.  Thus 
new plants emerged in old areas, principally the central west side, northwest 
corner and farther east on the north shore of Big Stone than previously 
observed.  Little Stone, with the exception of the area along the peninsula, 
showed reduced numbers of loosestrife and evidence of beetle depredation, even 
though we did not have the beetle resources to introduce new ones this year!  As 
of frost, all known loosestrife plants have been removed from Big Stone Lake. 

 
Stephen B. Erickson 

 

 
 
 

Local Business Spotlight 
 
The Stone Wreath, a lifestyle boutique, invites us to design our 
wardrobe, home and life. It’s the vision of long-time Stone Lake 
residents Erin and her mother, Jane. The store opened during 
Cranberry Fest in 2018. 
 
Jane had a lifelong dream of owning a boutique, and after a life-
altering lung transplant she became serious about it. Erin has 
worked for major retailers such as Abecrombie and Fitch and as a 
stylist for Stella & Dot jewelry. With her retail and tech-savvy 
background and Jane’s creativity, they have designed a boutique 
with something for all of us. The carefully curated store includes items for the home such as pillows, 
throws and wall decor; kitchen items; jewelry; apparel; furniture, and even a few items for men. Erin is 
the buyer and shops online. 
 
Jane said that the majority of their customers are “cabin people” but that local residents also shop 
there. For the rest of the winter, they’re open Thursday-Monday from 10-ish to 4:00 and a bit later on 
weekends. 
 
More than simply selling their favorite things, Erin has the vision of creating a place to empower women, 
much as opening and operating the shop has done for her and her mother. Recently they remodeled the 
back of the building to create a place for events. Erin’s friend, Brianna, plans to offer Barre classes every 
Monday. Another friend, Katie, also works at the shop. Working with family and friends to offer women 
empowerment. That truly is a dream come true. 
 

Gail Emerson 
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Winter 2019 Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Updates 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) landing 
monitoring activities at the Stone Lake 
boat landing successfully contacted 
1014 individual people and 418 boats 
entering or leaving the landing in 2019. 
Of the 418 boats contacted, 52 had 
operated the boat in a different 
waterbody in the five days prior to 
entering or leaving Stone Lake, some of 
these boats were operating in known 
AIS infested lakes and rivers including 
those infested with Zebra Mussel.  In total, 110 
hours were volunteered at the boat landing by 
many different SOSLA members in addition to 
monetary donations to the AIS fund. The 
continued strong involvement by shore owners 
contributing their personal time to our AIS 
monitoring and education program show how 
much we truly care to protect our lake from 
aquatic invaders. As you recall, it is a 
requirement of our grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR) that 
we match 25% of the overall project costs with 
local volunteer time. 
 
We had Wilbur Larsen return as the paid landing 
monitor in 2019 after a process of looking for 
new interest in the position was unsuccessful. I 
heard feedback from many shore owners in 2019 
that Wilbur had improved his ability to 
communicate with lake users and educate others 
on AIS related topics in comparison to 2018. I 
hope many of you had a chance to talk with 
Wilbur, if you see Wilbur around town, please 
take the time to thank him for his commitment; 
he worked every weekend and holiday 
throughout all the summer months. 
 

I just sent the 2020 Clean Boats Clean 
Waters AIS grant request paperwork for 
2020 to the Town of Stone Lake in early 
November, the deadline for 2020 AIS 
grant requests is December 10th, 2019. 
We are lucky to have the broad support 
for this work from the town, which 
helps us apply for the grant through the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.  
 

We will be posting the paid AIS monitoring 
position again this coming late winter/early 
spring for the 2020 work. We would like you to 
strongly consider reflecting on your family and 
friends to think if you know of someone who 
would be interested in the position please pass 
their information along to me, or anyone on the 
board of directors. We are looking for friendly, 
confident, and self-motivated people willing to 
make a summer commitment to the work at the 
boat landing. 
 
If you did not get a chance to volunteer or 
contribute a monetary donation to our AIS 
monitoring and education efforts in 2019, please 
consider making an effort to get involved in the 
upcoming work in 2020, I will send an update 
and reminder in spring 2020 via email. I would 
like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone 
who took an active role in the 2019 volunteering 
and donations, we could not have done it 
without you. It is a benefit to us all that we do 
everything possible to curb the introduction of 
aquatic invaders to our pristine lake. 
 

Jordan Donatell 

 
 

 
Stone Lake Fisheries Update From Craig Roberts, Wisconsin DNR 

 
This fall we only collected two age-1 walleye for a catch rate of 0.5 fish/mile.  This is the poorest post-
stocking rate we have seen since the walleye initiative began.  
  
The Walleye Initiative is still reliant on funding from the state budget which is set by governor/state 
legislature.  For now, it has been included, but I do not know if it will be there in the future.  I would 
inform Stone Lake and others if the walleye stocking was in jeopardy for state budget reasons.  
Otherwise, we will continue to do fall surveys each season for the foreseeable future. 

Bill Byrkit 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

01/01/2019 Checking account balance 2,750.40                    
01/01/2019 Savings account balance 7,422.93                    
     01/01/2019 Cash Balance 10,173.33                  

2019 INCOME
     Membership dues 1,720.00                    
     Calendar contributions 753.41                        
     AIS contributions 982.00                        
     Donations 305.00                        
     Interest 13.89                          
          Total Income 3,774.30                    

2019 EXPENDITURES
     AIS Expenses 661.58                        
     Calendar printing/mailing
     Dues 247.50                        
     Meetings/picnic 90.38                          
     Newsletters publication/mailing 234.50                        
     Post office box 56.00                          
          Total Expenditures 1,289.96                    

          2019 increase in cash 2,484.34                    

     11/12/2019 Cash Balance 12,657.67                  

11/12/2019 Checking account balance 5,220.85                    
11/12/2019 Savings account balance 7,436.82                    

12,657.67                  

Unspent AIS funds included in the above balance 5,939.09                    

SOSLA
2019 FINANCIAL REPORT

Through November 12, 2019

 
 
 
During the remaining days of 2019, SOSLA is expected to incur additional income (mostly for calendars) 
in the amount of about $400. Additional expenses will be approximately $1,950 for calendars and the 
fall/winter newsletter. This would result in a positive cash flow of about $950 for the year. 
 

Doug Baker – Treasurer 
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Please use the enclosed membership application form 
 to pay your 2020 SOSLA dues. 

 
Please fill out the form and send to the address listed. If you have a new neighbor that 
has moved in, please give them a copy or let Mary and I know, and we will follow up.  

 
Our objective is 100% membership of all shore owners. We were about 80% last year.  

Thanks so much for your response.. 
 

Bill & Mary Byrkit - Membership 

 
 

 
 

Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association Meeting August 17, 2019 
 
President John Ryan called the meeting to order.  Present were Treasurer Doug Baker, Secretary 
Melissa Sunderland, and Vice President Steve Erickson along with 23 members. 
 
Introduction of new members – we had a few new faces introduce themselves. 
 
Treasurer report given by Doug Baker. Income for the year to date $3725 and expenses $573 with 
majority of expenses to come yet for calendar, picnic and newsletter.  This is about the same as other 
years and a surplus of $1000 is expected. 
 
Membership report. Membership is strong. Around 80% of shore owners are members. 
 
The AIS Decontamination Station up and running. Education is key to the success. Need to spread the 
word and get people familiar with it and set an example by cleaning our own boats. Consider reducing 
volunteer time to 2 hour shifts to get more people involved in monitoring. 
 
Newsletter discussion. Susan Mattis Turnham would like to have next newsletter out by Dec 1st. Open for 
ideas on articles. 
 
4th of July Parade. Consider changing time to 11AM to avoid afternoon thunderstorms. New categories 
worked well. Need to encourage participation. 
 
Steve Erickson replaced the Little Stone sign for Slow No Wake and will need some adjustment. 
Reminder to be careful with wake with our high water. 
 
Discussion on new boat landing. There will be a widening of the road and new single landing and dock.  
 
New Business: Discussion of geese on the lake – spinners help to keep them away. Reminder to keep 
trash locked up to keep it from attracting bears. Vote on calendar photos. 
 
Approval of Minutes. Annual Picnic and Golf to follow meeting 
 

Melissa Sunderland, Secretary 
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Stone Lake Seniors Now Have a Place of Their Own 
 
 
On October 21st, the doors opened on a new 
building dedicated to the seniors of Stone 
Lake.  This new facility offers weekday 
breakfast and lunch service, a commercial 
kitchen in which area Meals on Wheels are 
prepared, and a pleasant gathering space. 
 
The facility is operated by the Senior 
Resource Center (SRC), a non-profit agency 
headquartered in Hayward.  The SRC serves 
seniors in Sawyer County operates out of 
senior centers in several Sawyer County 
towns with reasonably priced on-site meals and the 
Meals on Wheels program.  The SRC had operated in 
Stone Lake for many years, most recently out of 
space leased from the Lion’s Club.  That lease ran out 
in mid-2018, and since then, a scaled-back lunch 
program had been served from temporary locations at 
the Stone Lake Wesleyan Church and Stone Lake 
Market, and the Meals on Wheels program was 
pulled back to Hayward while SRC searched for a 
permanent solution. 
 
The beginning of the end of that search was a 
proposal by Stone Lake Properties (SLP), co-owned 
by Paul Manka and Mike Bogenschneider, who also 
co-own Stone Lake Lumber.  Aware of the positive 
contribution that a permanent senior center would 
have on the community, SLP offered to develop a 
new facility, with the help of several Stone Lake sub-
contractors, the Town of Sand Lake which donated 
an in-town building site, and the Northwest Planning 
Commission which secured a low-interest loan for 
the project.  SLP remains the owner of the building, 
leasing it to the Senior Resource Center on a 20-year 
lease.  Paul Manka noted that the project would not 
have been financially feasible were it not for the 
efforts of all the partners to stay on the project’s tight 
budget. 
 
And there’s more!  According to Paul Manka, there 
are plans to add senior housing units on the same 
property in the near future. 

 
When interviewed for this article, 
site manager Chris Webster 
expressed her appreciation of the 
new facility.  She is pleased that the 
town’s seniors now have a place to 
gather again, and described the 
dining room as much larger, 
brighter, and more pleasant and 
inviting than the previous one.  She 
has received nothing but good 
comments from her diners, and 
credits the new building with 

attracting several senior diners that she had 
not served in the past.  She hopes to 
eventually expand the use of the building to 
include classes and activities of interest to 
seniors, and is looking for volunteers to 
lead those programs. The center is also 
available for community and private 
activities. 
 
Chris Webster invites all members of the 
community to visit the center for breakfast 
and lunch.  Breakfast is served 8:00-10:00 
for $3.00 (or $5.00 for non-seniors).  Lunch 
is served 12:00-12:30 for $5.00 (or $8.50).  
 
Thanks to a community-based effort, senior 
citizens in Stone Lake now have a place 
that they can call their own.  That’s 
something the community can be proud of. 
 
Stone Lake Senior Center 
Gibson Ave and 2nd St N 
715.865.2025 
 
(Pssst, the word on the street is that the 
biscuits and gravy are to die for.) 
 
 

Don Bushek 
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A Sad Day for Stone Lake 
 
On October 19, 2019 the Membership of the 
Lakes Community Cooperative met to vote on 
the closing of the Stone Lake Market and 
dissolution of the Lakes Community Coop.  The 
vote was unanimous that both actions be taken, 
and since then, we have all been watching as 
these actions were accomplished.  Our store had 
been a cooperative since April of 2008 with 
many different boards working extremely hard 
to bring the store to profitability.  None were 
completely successful, and the arrival of Dollar 
General finally sealed the store’s fate. 
 
Today, the store is for sale.  It may be a grocery 
store again, or a specialty food store, or may not 
even be a grocery store ever again.  Whoever 
buys our store, we all wish you well, and hope 
that whatever you choose to do, our local 
community will support your efforts.  

It is not easy to build a 
business when the 
majority of your 
population leaves for 
seven months each year.  
Those businesses who have geared their 
products and services primarily toward the five 
busiest months of the year have a chance to 
reach profitability.  Those who are open day in 
and day out, twelve months of the year, not so 
much. 
 
Your current board of directors thanks all of you 
for your support of the store over the years.  
Without your loyalty, the store could have not 
remained open for these past eleven years. 
 

Betty Hanson & Carol McDonald 
 

 

 
 

STONE LAKE COMMUNITY WETLAND PARK 
 

We are happy to report 
that the buckthorn in the 
Wetland Park is now 
under control.  Craig 
Baldridge and 
buckthorn removal 
expert Steve Lorenz 

have worked for many years to eradicate 
buckthorn in the park.  As you walk the park, you 
will see that only tiny, emerging plants are visible. 
 
At this point, only foliar spraying will be 
necessary each year.  This is the spraying of 
small, emerging plants, and is usually done in the 
fall.  We are losing Steve to a full time job with 
the DNR, but Craig has offered to temporarily 
take over this job, which involves somewhere 
between 3 and 5 days of spraying each year. 
 
This spraying is done at ground level on specific 
plants.  It is not considered harmful to other 
plants, or to the person spraying. 

This will be a job with a salary, so if there is 
someone out there who feels they would have 
the 3 to 5 days available to do this foliar 
spraying, the park committee will make sure 
you get the training, equipment and product 
needed.  We would be very grateful for this 
help.  Please email tncmcd@aol.com at any 
time over the winter and we will get back to 
you promptly. 
 
We should mention that there is a mama bear 
in the park these days, probably getting ready 
to hibernate.  She has been seen several times.  
So if you go walking, please keep your dog on 
a leash and keep your eyes out for our resident 
bear. 
 
A sincere thank you to all of you who are 
Friends of the Park.  Your financial help has 
made this buckthorn eradication a reality. 
 

Carol McDonald 
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January 2020 Winter Dinner 
 
SOSLA will again hold an annual winter party. The date is Saturday January 11, 2020. The location and 
menu have not been determined yet. We are considering Pine Brook Farm or Butternut Hills Golf Club. 
Social hour begins at 4:30 with dinner at 5:00. 

 
We are looking for someone to host dessert after dinner. As usual we are asking people to bring dessert or 
after dinner drinks. Please respond to Kevin Krueger, kmk971@hotmail.com or 952-210-6570, if you can 
host the dessert course. 
 

Kevin Kruger 
 

 
 

2020 Calendar 
 
The 2020 calendar will be ready about the time this issue of the newsletter is published.  If you are 
interested in buying copies in addition to the copy you will be getting as a member, please send an email 
to Betty Hanson (bahanson35@gmail.com) or call Betty at 715-865-2710 with the number of copies you 
would like.  Cost of additional copies is $10.50 each if picked up and $12:50 each if mailed.  You can 
give the check to Betty, made out to SOSLA, or mail to SOSLA, PO Box 102, Stone Lake, WI 54876. 
 

2021 Calendar 
 
This past year was an off year for submittals with fewer than 2/3rds the number of 
usual submittals. There was only one winter picture submitted so the committee 
selected pictures from previous years to fill the void.  Fortunately, there are 
wonderful pictures every year that don’t make the final cut and were available to 
fill the void.  Let’s make an effort this year to submit a good variety of photos for 
all seasons. A brief overview of submittal requirements:   
 
• PLEASE, submit in a landscape format (horizontal) with the highest resolution possible.  
• The submittal deadline will be provided in the spring newsletter, but you are encouraged to 

submit early. Photos do not have to be submitted all at once. 
• Submit a variety - do not submit multiple pictures of a common theme (e.g. multiple sunsets).  

You are then competing against yourself.  
• Pictures should be taken within a mile of the lake.   
• If you crop your own pictures, the end product must be at least 500MB or larger.  
• Pictures with people should be as generic, or non-identifiable, as possible.  
• Submittals are limited to six photos per household. 
 
Pictures can be submitted from past years.  Send your pictures by e-mail to garyjohnerickson@aol.com 
or you may deliver a disc or flash drive to Gary at W550 Walter Road.  The calendar committee uses the 
voting results as the primary selection tool, but final decisions are made on ability to enlarge (quality), 
variety, and a broad representation of members.  When photos rank high but not necessarily in the top 12, 
the committee may select a photo to increase representation.  Thanks for your continued interest and great 
photos. 
 

The Calendar Committee 
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Shore Owners of Stone Lake Association  
P.O. Box 102, Stone Lake, WI 54876 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


